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At a meeting of Tammany Society, or 
Columbian Order, held the 4th of 
July, 1794, 

" ON Motion, Refolved, That the Sagha- 
more, the Secretary, and Brother John T. 
Duryee, be a Committee to wait on the Rev. 
Mr. Pi/more, and return the thanks of this 
Society, for his truly Patriotic Sermon, deli- 
vered to them this day, and to requeft a Copy 
for Publication." 

A true Copy from the Minutes, 

Benjamin Strong, Sec'ry. 
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'A KB THB 

SOCIETY of MECHANICS, 

IN 

PARTICULAR: 
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The AUTHOR. 
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BLESSINGS of PEACE. 

Psalm 132 — 1. Behold, h">w good and pleafant it if, for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. 

Respected Citizens, 

AT the joint requcff: of the Tammany Socie- 
ty, or Columbian Order, and the Society 
of Mechanics, I come forward on this aufpi- 
cious day, with ardent willies to promote 
your happinefs, and fhare in the general 
joy. Allow me, therefore, to draw your 
attention to the confideration of a fubject, 
which, for its importance, may juftly claim, 
and for its native beauty and fimp'.icity, both 
deferve and reward our inve'iligation. 

By the choice of fuch a Theme oil' the! 
prelent happy occafion, we {ball be naturally 
led to view the ineftimable benefits, arrifmg 
from fraternal affection and focial harmony. 

Revolving nature, guided by the unerring 
wifdom of the Supreme Ruler, has once; 
more ufhered in the welcome morn, which 
fills Columbia's grateful Sons with patriotic 
joy, and makes each virtuous heart right 
glad. 

By 
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By the juft allotments of a gracious Pro- 
vidence, the " lines are" indeed" fallen to 
us in pleafant places," and we have received, 
from the Univerfal Father, a rich and goodly 
heritage — a land, which, like the ancient 
Canaan, is " with every bleffing bleft." 
The native richnefs of the foil, the ferene, 
falubrious air, fanned by the waving tops of 
our lofty cedars, the choice fprings of water 
every where abounding, the noble rivers fo 
fit for navigation, gently flowing through 
every part oi our ex ten five territory, toge- 
ther with the fwcet refrefhing dew and fhow- 
ers of heaven, the precious fruits brought 
forth by the fun — the precious things put 
forth by the moon— the chief things of the 
mountains, and the precious things of the 
lafting hills, make it a fair inheritance in- 
deed ! But what are thefe advantages, though 
great and valuable, when compared with 
the ineftimable bleffings conveyed to us by 
that happy Independence, which we heard 
juft now proclaimed, by the voice of free- 
dom, from that honored dejk* On the fair 
tree of genuine liberty, what golden fruits do 
grow ! Equal rights, real freedom, fecurity 
\ of 

* The Dc laratton of Independence wns read by a G?mle- 
man «f rfie Tamninny Souity, from a Defc in the front 
lery uf ihcCliurch. 
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of property, a righteous government of our 
own election, a perfect equality among all 
religious fociefies, thefacred rights of confci- 
ence&all the glorious advantages of revealed 
religion. Hail ! happy ! happy jEra ! which 
fecured fuch bleffings to our weftern world ! 

Favored of God fo highly, it well becomes 
the American People to furround his Throne, 
exulting ; and to fill his facred courts with 
" founding praife." For this holy purpofe 
we have affembled here, on this moft wel- 
come day, and to promote this noble end, 
fhall be the chief defign of our difcourfe. 
To do this in proper order, we will now at- 
tend to the leading fentiments held out to us 
by the holy Pfalmift in our text. And, 

Firft, We will take notice of the endear- 
ing appellation here given to men of grace 
and virtue, he calls them brethren. 

Secondly ; Conlider the obligations they 
are under to live together in unity : 

Thirdly Point out the advantages reflat- 
ing from it. And, 

Fourthly, Conclude with an addrefs fuitcd 
to the prelcnt occafion. 

And I. We proceed to take notice of the 
endearing appellation here given to men of 
grace and virtue ; they are called brethren. 

This 



This expreffion admits of a confiderable de- 
gree of latitude, and may naturally lead us to 
confider mankind, either as connected in one 
great family of human beings, or, as united 
under particular forms of civil government, 
as diftinfr nations — joined together in friend- 
ly confecrations — or as true believers, gath- 
ered unto the peaceful Shiloh, and happily 
made one in him. 

When the great Builder pronounced the 
all-creating word, behold the worlds were 
made ! The earth, the air, the fea, were filled 
with beings, fuited to their various ftations, 
and fitted for their different ends. All theft 
were very good, but 
" A creature of a more exalted kind," 
" Was wanted yet, and then was man defign'd ; 
" Ctmfcious of thought, of more capacious breaft, 
*' For empire fbrm'd. and lit to rule the reft." 
This happy being, eompofed of material 
elements, and endowed with noble intellec- 
tual powers, was, at once, the tenant of the 
new made earth, and a finning image of the 
immortal God ! And, to endear his highly 
favoured creatures to each other— to promote 
their common interefl s — to infpire them 1 , 
with kind and focial affeftions, and to infum 
their mutual lfappinefs, the Almighty Father 
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decreed, in the plenitude of his own bound* 
lefs wifdom, to raife from one original pair, 
a numerous race to people every part of the 
globe ; or, to ufe the venerable language of 
an Hebrew Orator, God made of one Mood all 
the nations of men to dwell on the earth, and 
hath determined the Sounds of their habitations r 
Thus it appears that all mankind, however 
diversified as to complexion, and however 
fcattered upon the face of the whole earth, 
are all partakers of the fame common nature, 
and make but one great family. 

But, inafmuch as men are divided into 
many different tribes, or nations, diftinguifh- 
ed by various forms of government, and fe- 
perated from each other by the lines of their 
territory and the bounds of their habitations, 
it is neceliary to confider them in their nati- 
onal capacity, united in the fecial compact. 
Here it is proper to obierve, that all thofe 
who live under the fame government, citi- 
zens of the fame country, partakers of its 
advantages, and equal iharers of the privi- 
leges of the commonwealth, may, with the 
utmoft propriety, be called brethren. More- 
over, we (hall happily find within the peace- 
ful bofom of the great community, diflincfc 

focieties, 

B 

I 



focieties, formed for mutual improvement™ 
to promote patriotic friendfhip, to diffufe 
ufeful knowledge, to guard and defend the 
rights of human nature, to give counfel and 
impart relief to the diftrefled, to encourage 
virtue, and to promote the happinefs of their 
country. All thefe are truly excellent in 
their kind, and juftly deferve the fmiles of 
public approbation : but there is one yet be- 
hind, pre-eminent above all the reft; and 
that is a gracious union of pious and conge- 
nial fouls, under the benign influences of the 
adorable Saviour, who is king of righteouf- 
nefs and prince of peace. In Him, differing 
nations join in fweeteft harmony ; Jews and 
Greeks, Barbarians, Scythians, bond and 
free — all true Chriftians are one in Him, and 
He is all in all. 

We (hall now go on to confider, 
II. The obligations men are under to live 
together in unity. Whether we confider 
mankind as under the juft reftraints of natu- 
ral or revealed religion, it will appear, that 
there are certain duties, arifing from the re- 
lation which they bear to each other, which 
cannot be neglecfed without an high degree 
of criminality. For inftance, parents are 
bound to love, take care of, and provide for 

their 
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their children ; and, in return, children mild 
take care of and defend their parents, chear- 
fully fnpply their wants, and ftudy to make 
them happy. But this is not all ; our duty 
fpreads much wider, and the focial principle, 
which God has planted in our nature, is fo 
expanfive, that it cannot be confined within 
the narrow limits of a family, of friends, or 
even of a neighbourhood ; it fpreads itfelf 
into larger fyftems, and draws men into 
friendly communities, commonwealths and 
confederacies. In thefe, the noble powers of 
our intellectual nature, may be employed in 
great and generous actions, and attain unto 
that degree of improvement and perfection, 
which the fplitary ftate of men would not 
admit of. Here I might with fome pro- 
priety enlarge, and purfue the delightful 
theme of untverial philanthropy and bene-' 
volence, but I yield to that divine attraction, 
which, at prefent, lweetly draws me within 
a fmaller circle, and fixes my heart upon our 
own beloved country — our dear America. — 
With a pure defign to promote its real in- 
tereils, it feems proper to obferve, 

i ft. That whether we are natives of the 
country, or emigrants from other lands, who 
have fettled here, doubtlefs it is our duty to 

unite 
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unite in the common caufe, and ftrive ta 
make the nation which we live in, happy. 
As we all partake of its privileges in com- 
mon, as a people, and equally enjoy the 
advantages of its foil, its government, its 
commerce, and all the benefits of its local 
fituation, we muft, in return for thefe ex- 
tenfive bleffings, make it our ftudy to pre- 
ferve good order and concord among its in- 
habitants, and conftantly lay ourfelves out 
to promote its profperity, and advance its 
glory. 

2d. This obligation will appear to be 
ftill ftronger, when we confider ourfelves as 
a commonwealth, connected in the grand 
.fcheme of national federation ; for all the 
parts of the -general fyftem are bound by the 
moft facred ties, to profecute its welfare and 
■fecurity. This we muft do, not only in the 
funfhine of peace and profperity, but alfo in 
fuch times of difficulty and danger as try 
men's veiy fords. Times like thofe when 
Britain's legiilative fens, enveloped in a fable 
cloud of deep infatuation, miftook their legal 
way, and boldly claimed a right to tax us 
without a llngle reprefentative, and a power 
to " bind us in all cafes whatfoever," which 
their own conftitution never gave them 1 

Adopting 
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Adoping meafures both impolitic and unjuft, 
and led on by pride and ambition, they at- 
tempted, but in vain, to fubjugate a people 
born to freedom, and nobly tenacious of 
their rights. 

The American people, though refolved to 
keep their birth right, yet wiftied to live 
united with their brethren in the mother 
country. They betook themfelves, at firft, 
to prayers and tears — they bowed with filial 
decency at their common Fathers Throne, 
and only afked to be treated as his children, 
to live in freedom like their brethren in 
England — to be taxed by their own proper 
reprefentatives, and to have the pleafure of 
giving their own money, which they earned 
io dearly, to fupport his throne and govern- 
ment. They afked— but they afked in vain ! 
I blulh while I repeat it : the prayer of more 
than three millions of people, once and 
again repeated, was moft fhamefully neg- 
lected, and no favor granted to an highly in ■ 
jured country ! An haughty peer — his name 
fhall not be mentioned, for Britons and Ame- 
ricans equally detrft it — obtruded his nefari- 
ous counfel, infpircd by fome hellifh demon, 
to turn away his fovereign's ear, that he 
might not harken to cur grievances. I, ike the 

fons 
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ions of Belial, whofe curfed coimfel led Re- 
hoboam to flight the prayers of Ifrael. By 
threatening them with heavier burthens, 
whips and fcorpions, he drove the diftreffed 
tribes to fuch a degree of defperation, that 
they renounced their portion in David, re- 
turned to their tents, and became an indepen- 
dent kingdom. Juft fo the wicked Britifh 
Minifter, and his deluded mafter drove the 
American Colonies to withdraw their alle- 
giance from a prince who would not do 
them juftice, but Urove to compel them to ig- 
noble fubmifiionand fervile obedience. In the 
diltrefiing hour, the appeal was made to 
Heaven, when lo, a Alining feraph, zealous 
for the rights of men, defcended to chear the 
hearts of patriots with hopes ol fuccour from 
the Lord of holts, who never fails to pity 
the diflrcffed. 

As if lighted by the torch of fome fuperior 
being, at once the fire was kindled on Co- 
lumbia's altar— the patriotic flame was quick- 
ly fpread from caft to weft, from north to 
fouth, and foon become a common caufe. The 
general voice of an afflicted people, fo uii- 
juftly and fo cruelly difappointed, founded 
through all the nation, To arms ! To arms ! 
Ye valiant youth !*Nor let your parents be 
tiprelfed—nai let your Country be in/laved. 

' Behold 
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Behold the patriot legions, flying from 
every quarter to defend the unaleinable rights 
of human nature ! Eehold a mighty army, 
joined under the command of a patriot Ge- 
neral, raifed by Heaven to defend and favs 
Lis country ! Hail ! Great Walhington ! We 
glory to repeat thy name — Walhington led 
on the valiant troops to fight in the high, 
places of the field for Columbia's rights, 
her fair daughters and her fires. Hark! How 
the martial clarions found I Hoarfe cannons 
loudly roar ! Swords o'er fwords are quicklv 
brandifiied, and Columbia's valiant Sons 
engage in fharpeft conteft for the prize ! 
The piize is won ! is won by Patriots, and 
lo ! Fair Liberty is our's. 

The vaifal Heffians fold by a cruel Dcf- 
pot, for thirty pounds a man, to fight a- 
gainft our freedom, were quickly vanquiih- 
cd ; and even kindled Britons, though re- 
nowned for valor, when engaged in fuch a 
wretched caufe as they efpoul'ed, became an 
eafy prey to men who fought upon their own 
native foil to fave their country from ruin and 
from chains. But the conteft coft us much : 
many mighty heroes were numbered with 
the (lain ; and O how dear the memoir c-i 
thofe brave men, who nobly ventured a 
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the mighty, in their country's caufe, and 
fought, and bled, and died to purchafe that 
precious liberty which we this day enjoy 1 
Here I might produce a lift of honored 
names, which, on fuch occafions as this, 
is not unufual ; but that is nceilefs now, for 
they are all engraven on your hearts. Mine 
fhall be the pleating talk of attempting to 
promote the end for which they fo manfully 
contended, and fecure the bleffed prize for 
•which they (hed their blood : And this will,, 
we hope, be the mod: effedtually accomplifh- 
ed by adhereing to the important docfrine 
of our text, enforcing brotherly love and 
unity. 

By united counfels, we fhall increafe in 
every branch of ufeful knowledge ; by unit- 
ed interefls we fhall be more and more en- 
deared to each other ; and by our united 
ftrength, we lTiall, at once, become more 
formidable to our enemies abroad, and the 
mod likely to preferve tranquility among 
ourfelves. 

Owing partly to the perfidioufnefs and fa- 
vage depredations of our weftern neighbors, 
who have butchered our frontier citizens with 
the moft wanton cruelty ; and flill more to 
the honid wars in Europe, our fituation, as 

a neutral 
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a neutral nation, has, for fome time, been 
exceedingly critical. The French, to whom 
this country has been much indebted, have 
been engaged in a caufe, which in its origin- 
al principle, was juft and righteous. The 
fad ftate of the common people, in that 
great and mighty nation, was truly deplora- 
ble. Like Iifachar of old, they couched 
down beneath two burthens ; on the one 
hand, they were opprelTed by a load of def- 
potic tyranny ; and on the other, by the cruel 
impohtions of a fuperfHtious and corrupted 
clergy, whofe facred profelTion mould have 
taught them very different conduct. To a 
people, thus cruihed with fad opprefiion, a 
revolution was abfolutely neceffary for the 
liberty of the people, and to promote the 
profperity and happiuefs of their empire. 

The attempt was made, and with fuch 
fticcefs, as amazed the neighbouring nations ! 
Louis, the friend and ally of the American 
people, agreed, at length, with his own be- 
loved fubjeds, to make a change in their ci- 
vil government ; and they adopted, at the 
altar of the gallic nation, a Constitution, 
which fecured the freedom of the people, 
and promifed fair to make them happy. 

How 

C 
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How far it afterwards became neceffary to 
depart from the facred compact, which they 
fwore to, with fo much national folemnity, 
is not within the fphere of this day's duty to 
determine ; only we have to lament, that 
eventually, at leaft, it has been productive of 
much diforder and calamity ; but we will 
judge of nothing before the time. Perhaps 
fomething great and glorious may yet arife 
from the preient darknefs, which will chear 
the perplexed nations after all their mifery, 
and introduce the dear Mejjiah's gentle reign. 

When the war became fo general in Eu- 
rope, and nations with whom America is at 
peace, engaged in the conteft, it required all 
the wifdom of our greateft fages to preferve 
us from confufion. It was then we faw with 
joy and wonder, the incomparable man, 
chofen by Heaven to fave our country, rifing 
like a guardian angel to prelerve our peace. 
The proclamation quickly reached the utmoft 
limits of the land, and all Columbia's legisla- 
tive fons re-echoed thepacificfound, and bade 
us live in peace. 

Though warmly preffed to arms by fome 
IsSe'tt meaning, but mijlahen men at home ; and 
highly provoked by the moft wicked and 
cruel depredations on our property abroad, 

t» 
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to make reprifals in our own defence, to 
fequefter the property of their nation, and 
indemnify our injured citizens ; yet the- 
virtue of our government, recoiled at every 
thing diihonorable, and we if ill remain raag- 
nanimouily victorious over infult in this day 
of fharpeft trial ! Wilhing to continue at 
peace with all the powers of Europe, and 
preferve a ftrict neutrality, an envoy extra- 
ordinary has been appointed, whole efta- 
blifhed reputation and admirable talents, af- 
ford us a favourable ground of hope, that 
we fir all gain, by honorable negociation, 
a full redrels of all our grievancies, and fucli 
a compertfation for our loffes, as might,per- 
haps, be doubtful in the cafe of war. At any 
rate we do our duty as a neutral nation, our 
conduct will be approbated by the world, 
and, if we muft, at laft fubmit to have re- 
courfe to arms, we may humbly hope, the 
Lord of hofts will blefs us, and the God of 
armies be our refuge. This leads us 

3d. To conhder the obligation mentioned 
above, not only as we are men, & as fubjects of 
the commonwealth, but molt of all as Chrif- 
tians. The religion of Jesus is properly 
calculated to promote the peace of nations, and 
to diffufe the moil perfect harmony through- 
out the world. 
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When the Almighty Father appointed his 
only Son as king upon the holy hill of Sicn, 
and made him head of the univerfal Church, 
all power in Heaven and Earth was given 
unto him, and all nations commanded to 
hear his voice and obey his precepts. His 
authority, therefore is unlimited, and it is the 
indifpenfable duty of all his creatures to do 
him fervice ; for his dominion fia/l be from fca 
to fea — all kings Jhall fall down before him, and 
all nations Jhall ferve him. In his days fiall the 
righteous flourijh, and abundance of -peace fo 
long as the moon endureth. Righteoifmfs Jhall 
be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulnefs the 
girdle of his reigns— the wolf alfo jhall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard Jhall lie down 
with the kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, 
and the fatling together— and they fiall not hM 
nor dejlroy in all my holy mountain, faith the 
Lord, for the earth Jhall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the fea. 

When linners are truly converted unto 
God, and made partakers of the fpirit of his 
Son, they feel themfelves fo truly happy in 
the enjoyment of the favour and the love of 
God, that they wi£h to be at peace, and live 
in friendfliip with all mankind. Love is the 
great unitingprinciple whicheradicates every 

roo< 
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root of bitternefs, envy, and malevolence; 
it overturns the mountains of prejudice, fets 
aiide the fhibboleths of party opinions, and 
utterly deftroys all fectarian fournefs and bi- 
gotry ; it fweetly draws congenial fouls into 
the holy fellowihip of the gofpcl, and binds 
them together in the indiiioluble bands of 
genuine benevolence, brotherly kindnefs, and 
charity. Thus 

" The ferpents enmity fhallceafe, 
" And univerfal love fucceed." 
Poffelled of this Heavenly frame, and ac- 
tuated by the noble and generous fpirit of 
Chriftianity, we lhall all become courteous, 
modeft, pitiful and tender-hearted to each 
other. Gentle fympathy will make us 
fharers in our brother's woe, and teach us to 
bear the burdens of the weak — to weep with 
thofe who weep, and to rejoice with them 
who do rejoice. 'Thus (hall we fulfil the 
holy law of Chrift, wc ihall fpread light and 
comfort through thedwellings of the righte- 
ous, we lhall bring honor to our moft holy 
religion, we fhall convince gainfayers of the 
reality of vital piety, we fhall promote the 
happinefs of mankind, and do our part to- 
wards preferving " the unity of the fpirit in 
the bond of peace." 

We 



We are now to confider, 

III. The fpecial advantages refulting from 
this unity. A people united in one commu- 
nity, formed on the plan of mutual intcreft, 
and cemented together, by principles of re- 
ligion, virtue, and the love of our country, 
is an object juffiy worthy of public venerati- 
on. And the advantages ariling to mankind 
from fuch an affociation, are fo many and 
great, that it would require a volume to ex- 
prefs them. Atprefent, however, we can- 
not dilate : the rapid moments haften away, 
and order commands me to be concifc. I 
lhall, notwithstanding, claim your attenti- 
on for a little while, to a imall felection of 
thofe peculiar benefits which may feem to be 
of the greateft importance. And, 

ift, To ufe the language of the Pfalmift, 
it is good. Hereby the property of indivi- 
duals is the moft effectually fecured, their 
perfons protected from injury and infult, 
their tranquility preferved, and the beft op- 
portunity afforded of doing good to others, 
and promoting the happinefs of human be- 
ings. Here our families enjoy the benefit of 
mutual aid, improvement, and comfort : 
they may follow, without diftracf ion, ivhat- 
fosver things are honejl, vhatfoever tkims are 

M. 
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jtijl, u-hatfoever things are pure, tvbatfoe-ver 
things are lovely, and •whaljbe'ver things arc of 
good report for the advancement of their own 
felicity anr 1 t ne general good. Our farmers, 
alfo, cultivate -the fields in pleafing hope, 
and a rich harveft rewards their care and la- 
bor : our manufacturers difplay their gnius 
and dexterity to cloath us with garments, 
fit for patriots — with garments made in our 
own beloved country : our merchants ex- 
port the exuberant produce of our lands, and 
in return, enrich us with the wealth of dif- 
tant nations, and fupply us even with the 
luxuries ol life < Moreover, the fons of fci- 
ence purfue their ftudies, under the care of 
proper tutors; and profeffors in our colleges 
and other feminaries of learning, free from 
noife and interruption, and rile to literary 
fame and glory : our holy minifters may 
every where proclaim glad tidings of Salvati- 
on, without fear of molcfhition, kindle the 
iacred fire upon our confecrated altars, and 
greatly help us in cur devotions : Cur ge- 
neral, and particular governments, are' all 
fupported with credit and refpeclabiiity : 
Our laws are citeemed and kept with chear- 
fulnefs by the people : Our fons grow 
up as pleafant plants of rishteeufnefi; : Our 
daughters are adjrned with bcr.uty like the 
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polifned corners of the temple ; in fhort, 
peace makes all our people happy — the voice 
of joy is heard in our cities and in our vil- 
lages, and our very forrefts laugh and fine— 
2d, It is pkafant. Every man of real vir- 
tue muft delight in human happinefs. Even 
mighty angels who excell in ftrength; thofe 
fit ft born Sons of God, who are far exalted 
above the human race, rejoice when man is 
happy ! 

If, then, thofe pure intellectual Beings, fo 
completely bleficd are thus deeply intercfted 
in the happinefs of mankind, how much 
more does it behove mankind themfelves to 
promote the felicity of their brethren in every 
poffible way, by acting agreably to the prin- 
ciples of our nature, faithfully difcharging 
all the duties of our ftation, improving our 
talents to the honor of the Deity, and doing 
good to all his creatures. If this is done we 
cannot fail of attaining unto the moft folid 
fatisfaction and peace of mind. Every good 
man fhall be fatisfied from himfelf, for vir- 
tue will afford a prefent reward of inward 
contentment ; and a plcafing confeioufnefs 
of having done what is right, muft be pro- 
ductive of genuine happinefs. Thus it ap- 
pears, that wifdom's ways are ways of plea- 
fantnefs . " Soft 
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rt Soft peace ftie brings wherever fhe arrives i 
" She builds our quiet, as fhe forms our lives ; 
" Lays the rough paths of peviili nature even ; 
" And opens in each heart a little Heaven." 

Moreover, our fituation and condition, as 
a nation, fhall be made profperous and hap- 
py. " My people," laid the Lord, " fhall 
dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in fure 
dwellings, and in quiet refting places." Ifa. 
32. 18. What on earth can be more pleafmg, 
than to fee the people happy ! A country 
where the Deity is adored, religion held in 
veneration, the laws obeyed, the government 
refpected, the heads of particular depart- 
ments, and all fubordinate officers, eftcemed 
by their fellow-citizens and fupported in the 
difcharge of their refpecf ive duties j trade 
flourishing, agriculture daily improving, in- 
fant manufactures rifing to admiration, and 
plenty, pouring all her blefiings on the land 
to make it like Eden — or a field which God 
hath hlcffcd, muff afford a pleafmg habitation 
to every man of real worth. The voice of 
rejoicing and falvation is in the tabernacles 
of the righteous, and God himfelf invites his 
people to be joyful ! Sing O daughters of 
Zion, jbout Ijiacl, be ?lai and rejoice zci.'h 

.-,.'/ 
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all the heart, O daughters of Jenifalem ! The 
Lord hath taken away thy judgments ; he hath 
caft out thine enemy : The king of Ifrael—evcn 
Jehovah is in the midft of thee; thoufhak 
not fee evil any more ; for the Lord thy God is 
mighty, he will five, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy, he will reft in his love, he will joy 
over thee with finging. Zeph. 3. 14. 

Having jir/l, as we propofed, briefly 
touched on the ftate of human beings, as 
compofiug one great family — formed into 
diftinci communities and commonwealths— 
and as united in one common faith and Savi- 
our : Secondly ; pointed out the obligations 
they are under to live in peace with each 
other, promoting harmony and concord : 
and thirdly taken notice of the advantages 
refulting from it ; we fhali now, in conclu- 
fion, attempt fome improvement of the fub- 
jeft, by an addrefs fuited to the prefent hap- 
py occafion. 

And firft, what tribute fhall we pay to the 
great God ! Parent of good, kind father of 
the human race, whole fmiles create our 
day, and fill our fouls with blifs, unuttera- 
ble ! Being of Beings ! look down from thy 
h:gh fandtuary with fwect benignity, and 
behold our chofen tribes affcmbled round thy 

facred 
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facred altar, preferring free oblations with 
the incenfe of their praife. Accept, indul- 
gent Father, the offerings which we bring, 
and be our God— and be our guardian ftill. 

Refpecfed Patriots — dear lovers of this 
happy land, accept the genuine gratu'ations 
of a friend, whofe heart rejoices to meet you 
here on this great Feftive Day ! How grand 
the fight ! Confociate fraternities afTembled in 
the houfe of God ! And bowing down before 
the great I Am ! Here I fee the famed Co- 
lumbian Order, champions for our coun- 
try, fteady friends to man, and worthy heirs- 
of the rich inheritance allotted us by the 
ufuverfal Father, again renew their annual 
vows and determine to maintain the highly 
valued prize ! Hail ! Patriot leaders of the 
happy tribes, raife your banners in the tem- 
ple in honor of our Heavenly King ! To you-, 
gentlemen, we, and all our citizens, are much 
indebted. The Museum, which arofe un- 
der your aufpicies, and has already been en- 
riched by your liberality, not only with a 
choice collection of the curious productions 
of nature, but likewife with foraeof the moft- 
mafterly produclions of literature, particu- 
larly on the rights of man, which will hap- 
pily prefcrvc t-hem from oblivion, and afford. 
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both to the prefent and fucceeding genera- 
tions, a fund of knowledge and improve- 
ment. There, I behold with joy a goodly 
company of confociate and beloved brethren, 
well fkilled in all mechanic arts, who 
furnifh us with habitations, improve and 
aggrandize our city, and make her lofty 
towers rife ! Hail beloved free men ! Your 
corporation iball afford relief to the decayed, 
and the diftrelTed, and wipe the tear of for- 
row, from the widow's and the orphan's 
eyes. 

And you, beloved citizens, who have af- 
fembled with us on this moft welcome day; 
behold with joy, Columbia's happy fons, 
joined in beauteous order, with fmiles of 
friendfhip on their brow. All thefe, and 
many more which cannot be enumerated 
now, contribute much to make our country 
happy, and they well deferve her praife-— nor 
fhall it be withheld, for our own beloved 
America will never prove ungrateful to her 
friends. No : {he ftill remembers the vir- 
tuous deeds of all her gallant fons, who 
fought " in the high places of her fields," 
and bled upon the mountains of our Ifrael, 
to fecure our liberty. Manes of departed 
heroes— -gentle lhades ! Behold the golden 

fruit 
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fruit which grows on this fair tree, planted 
in the new world of freedom, and rejoice 
that your blood has not been filed in vain. 
See on this joyful Feftival of our country's 
Independence, a multitude of free men met 
to commemorate your valiant acis, while the 
fair daughters of our nation lire w your graves 
with flowers. 

Excufe this freedom, and indulge me, bre- 
thren, a moment longer, while 1 exprefs an 
ardent wifh that riles in my heart lor your 
continuance in the Heady practice of every 
focial and of every Chriftian virtue. To be 
happy, we muft be juft and righteous ; that 
is, we muft be real Chriftians. Vice never 
fails to prove enjlaving : fooner or later it will 
furely bind in adamantine chains, and pierce 
the heart with deepeft woe. If ftrangers to 
true religion, we never can be happy : even 
an old heathen could fay, Nemo malus felix, 
no wicked man is happy. Indeed it is im- 
poffible that he fhould, becaufe be is perpe- 
tually harraifed by his own tumultuous and 
diforderly pallions, conftantly under the 
frowns of the Deity and in danger of eternal 
ruin. On the other hand the poffeffion of 
vital godlinefs and the practice of piety and 
virtue, will afford us the" moft folid fatisfac- 

tion 
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tion and peace of mind. When the love of 
God is flied abroad in the heart by the power 
of the holy Ghoft, it will produce the moft 
cordial affections to the people of God, and 
genuine benevolence to all mankind. This 
will prove a conftant fource of joy and de- 
light to us through life, and after death— 
1 ' Lafting EtsLamp, and unconfum'd its flame 
" In ceafelefs triumph fhall forever live." 
By a fteady and uniform practice of virtue 
and righteoufnefs among our citizens, we 
mail both be exalted and ejlablificd as a na- 
tion. If our ways are pleafing to God, he 
will make our very enemies to be at peace 
with us, and failing profperity fhall crown 
all our works. Thus fhall -we extend un- 
numbered bleffings to fucceeding generations, 
and millions yet unborn, fhall praife the 
Lord for the fair inheritance we leave them. 

To leave our families and our country 
happy when we are called todepartfrom thefe 
regions of mortality, is truly defirable \ and 
it is our duty to do all in our power to ac- 
complith thefe valuable purpofes : but to be 
prepared for the invifible world of glory, is 
of infinitely, greater importance. On that 
all our happinefs depends through the ever- 
lafting ages ! 
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Allow me, then, my Cbriftian brethren, 
as a Minifter of Chrift, to remind you of the 
abfolute neceffity of an entire conformity to 
to the will and the image of God. Holinefs 
to the Lord muft be engraven on our hearts 
and expreffed in our lives. Without a meet- 
nefs for Heaven, we fhall never poffefs the 
inheritance of the faints in light, nor could 
Heaven itfelf afford us any happinefs with- 
out real and entire holinefs. The faints muft 
firft be made like their divine matter before 
they can fee him us be is. It is only the pure 
in heart that can fee God. 
" Cloath'd in his righteouinefs,and wafh'd in his 
" blood : 

" Bold fhall they appear in the prefence of God." 
Let us, then, give all diligence to be found 
of him in peace, without foot of lira and 
blamelefs ; let us be always ready, for we 
know not the hour when the fummons will 
come. We muft be careful to be found in 
Chrift— to have our life hid with Chrift in 
God, that when Chrift, who is our life, (hall 
appear, we aifo may appear with him in 
glory. Thus (hall we fecure the protecti- 
on of Heaven, we fhall pafs through this 
world of fnares and dangers with fafety, the 
Lord of hofts will be with us, and the eter- 
nal God will be oar refuge ; he will thruft 

out 
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out the enemy before us and we mail be fav- 
ed by the Lord, who is the Jhield of our help 
and the excellency of our glory. Even now, 
the Alining proipect opens before us, and we 
can rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Yet a little while, and we fhall finifh our 
journey through the dreary defarts of the 
wildernefs, and enter into the flowry fields 
of that blifsful Canaan which we love, and 
dwell where there is fulnefs of joy and plea- 
fures forevermore. In that world of unin- 
terupted happinefs- — 
" No horrid alarm of war, 
" Shall vex our eternal repofe ; 
" No found of the trumpet is there, 
" Where jefus's fpirit o'er-flows ; 
" Appeas'd by the charms of his grace, 
" We all (hall in amity join : 
" And kindly each other embrace, 
" And love with apofition divine." 
The fubjecr. engages my heart, and I 
would moft gladly proceed, but hark ! our 
brethren in your neighbouring Church, af- 
fembled round another altar of the univcrfal 
King, are already founding his eternal praife. 
With them let. us unite, fo fhall our praifes, 
in one grateful facrificc, like cloud v s of frag- 
rant incenfc rife to our Jehovah in the Me- 
diator's Name. 

finis. 



